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Hello!

Greetings from the middle of our fall semester here at Lyon!

Our Fellows have impressed the campus in the early goings of the program. 

My colleagues on the faculty have been pleased with their classroom 

performance, and two Fellows—Zach Hodge and Emerson Smith—have 

already found their way onto Dr. Nawarathne’s chemistry research team! 

We’ve also had an active programming series, including a roundtable on the 

meaning and practice of civil discourse, readings from poet John Andrews, 

and a thought-provoking discussion of the Senegalese film Mooladé. There’s 

plenty more like that to come, including a presentation on major 

fellowships—Fulbright, Marshall, Rhodes, etc.—that I’m preparing for next 

semester. 

I’ve really enjoyed seeing this group come together—especially over their 

triumphant raft-race decorations in Whiteside’s common room and the 

“family dinners” that they have been organizing. The spirit of the family 

dinners is particularly encouraging: the Fellows are taking to the Lyon model 

that learning and community go hand-in-hand. 

And a quick word to parents: when you come to visit, drop by! I’d be happy 

to visit with you and brag on your student. I’m generally around, though a 

heads-up would help me set aside some time that I’m not in class or 

meetings. 

Cheers!

WESLEY BEAL
Assistant Professor of English
Director, Honors Fellowship Program



1 Emerson Smith and 
Seth Parker pilot 
their boat for the 
annual Freshman 
raft race.

2 Seth and Emerson 
model the boat 
they piloted for 
their YearOne class.

3 Fellows enjoying 
Cuban food for the 
first international 
dinner.

4 Swede Dodson and 
Madison Fairchild 
prepare to pilot 
their raft across 
Lake Bryan.

We sat down with Dr. Ella Wilhoit, Associate Professor of 
Anthropology, and freshman Chilton Street and asked them 
five questions.

H
O

N
O

RS
 F

EL
LO

W
SH

IP
   

   
  F

A
LL

 2
01

7

t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  d i d n ’ t  a l r e a d y  k n o w

Dr. Ella Wilhoit begins her 2nd year 
teaching anthropology at Lyon College. In 
the spring she will be teaching Intro to 
Cultural Anthropology, World Prehistory, 
Human Origins, and Gender and Culture. 
1. The world needs more empathy—and 
renewable fresh water resources. 

2. In a parallel universe, you'll find me working at an animal 
shelter. 
3. When I need cheering up, I go for a long run with loud 
music. 
4. My second-most favorite book is maybe Rebecca by 
Daphne du Maurier. 
5. I want to improve cello skills. I used to play, and dropped it 
for far too long.

Chilton Street is first-year Fellow from 
Little Rock, AR. She is considering a 
double-major in art and anthropology. 
1. The world needs more people who 
are actively working to make each 
other’s lives better. 

2. In a parallel universe, you'll find me writing and 
illustrating punk comic books. 
3. When I need cheering up, I watch movies I’ve seen a 
thousand times and eat oriental ramen. 
4. My second-most favorite book is Dharma Bums by Jack 
Kerouac. 
5. I want to improve ability to motivate myself. 
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26
OCTOBER

Fellows Night Halloween
decorations party

9
NOVEMBER

Fellows Night
Gratitude Gatherin

22–26
NOVEMBER

Thanksgiving Break

30
NOVEMBER

Fellows Night 
Faculty/Staff Appreciation 

Coffeehouse

11–15
DECEMBER

Finals Week

13
DECEMBER
Fellows Night

Finals Study Hall

17
JANUARY
Beginning of

Spring Semester

12–16
MARCH

Spring Break

Visit lyon.edu/calendar to see the full academic calendar.

IMPORTANT DATES

lyon.edu/homecoming

You’re invited to

HOMECOMING
WEEKEND

OCTOBER 20–22


