
 

 

COVID-19 POLICIES FOR ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES AT LYON COLLEGE 

As we prepare for the fall semester and the return of students to campus, the following new policies take 

effect immediately and will continue until rescinded or updated by the Lyon College administration.  

While no system can be perfect, these policies are designed to meet or exceed Arkansas Department of Health 

recommendations so that we can create a working and learning environment that is as safe as possible for all 

members of the Lyon College community. As members of the culture of honor at Lyon College we each have 

an ethical duty to others to do all we can to limit the spread of COVID-19.   The requirements below are not 

intended to be exhaustive: we will continue to work together to develop new plans, policies, and procedures 

as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve. 

1. Plans are being made for quarantining students who test positive or who are presumptive-positive. 

Additionally, separate space is aside for residential students who may have pre-existing conditions 

that make them more vulnerable. Faculty will plan courses in such a way that wherever possible 

(laboratory and studio or performance-based courses being notable exceptions), students who are 

unable to attend class will still have access to the lectures (live or recorded) and materials necessary 

to continue learning effectively at the same level expected in all Lyon College courses. 

2. Protocols for and frequency of COVID testing are being investigated and developed. Screening will 

be commonplace for persons entering Lyon College facilities. 

3. Frequent and thorough hand washing and the availability of hand sanitizer remain very important. 

Classrooms and other common areas will be cleaned frequently.  

4. It is essential that all members of and visitors to the Lyon community isolate themselves and 

contact a health care professional immediately if they develop symptoms such as fever, coughing, or 

shortness of breath or if they believe they have come into contact with someone who has tested 

positive for COVID-19. 

5. When indoors in any building on campus, all persons must properly wear a face mask and maintain 

social distancing.  

Exceptions: 

a. Faculty or other presenters who are speaking to a group (SI leaders, etc.) must either 

wear a face mask, or, if deemed preferable for effective communication in an 

educational setting, a full face shield, though face masks are preferred.  

b. During a laboratory or studio experience, all parties present must maintain social 

distancing and wear either a face mask, a face shield, or both, as determined by the 

faculty member. Face masks and face shields are to be used in conjunction with, not in 

place of, necessary primary personal protective equipment.  

c. Faculty and staff are not required to wear a face mask or face shield while working alone 

in their offices or regular workspaces (labs, studios, etc.). If a single guest visits them in 

their workspace neither is required to wear a mask if the workspace is large enough to 

allow them to remain 6 feet apart. However, faculty and staff may choose to require 

single guests who visit them in these areas to wear a face mask. But if three or more 

people are present in the same office or workspace all parties must wear face masks. 

Social distancing must be maintained between parties at all times. 

6. Further procedures are being developed to support ongoing social distancing and community 

safety, and will be shared as they are completed. 


