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Assessment  Category Criteria 

 Title Page  
(5 pts) 

Includes title of paper, student name, high school mentor teacher 
name, name of research group and the date the paper was 
submitted. 

 Length  
(5 pts) 

At least 3 pages (Approx. 1,000 words of size 12 font)   

 Formatting  
(5 pts) 

Arial or Times New Roman, Size 12 Font. Double spaced. Submitted 
electronically in .doc or .docx file type. 

 Introductory 
Paragraph  
(10 pts) 

Clearly states the topic, outlines the main points of the paper and 
includes a clear thesis statement. 

 Body of Paper  
(40 pts) 

Includes at least three points supporting the thesis statement or 
paper topic.  Paragraphs flow smoothly from one to another.  Very 
few errors in spelling or punctuation. Shows analysis of the 
information.  Reader gains significant insights about the topic. 

 Use of Sources 
(10 pts) 

References at least two sources in body of paper. Quotes are used 
appropriately and are not overly long.  Sources are cited properly 
within the text.  All sources listed in works cited section are used in 
the paper and vice versa. 

 Closing Paragraph 
(10 pts) 

Clearly summarizes main points of the paper and any conclusions 
reached as a result of the information found.    

 Sufficient & 
Acceptable Sources 
(5 pts) 

Paper must utilize at least three sources. Information sources must 
be from books, journals, magazines, or major newspapers. Internet 
sources from each of the aforementioned are acceptable (e.g. 
articles from the journal Nature can be found online at: 
www.nature.com). Blogs or other unedited and/or opinion based 
sources are NOT acceptable. 

 Works Cited Page 
(10 pts) 

All sources cited in paper are listed in APA format; each source 
includes all information in alphabetical order by author’s last name 
(author, title of work, page number(s) where information is located, 
publisher; Internet sources include URL, author’s name (if there is 
an author), title of article (if it has a title), and date information was 
retrieved. 

Overall 
Assessment: 
 
 

Comments:  
 



Rubric Point Levels Explained 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Excellent Paper  
(100-90 pts) 

Level of effort and quality of exceeded expectations.  The criteria for each section 
were met and well executed demonstrating a high degree of analysis and 
understanding of the material.  

Very Good Paper 
(90-80 pts) 
 

Level of effort and quality of writing was better than expected. The criteria for each 
section were successfully met, but not exceeded. The paper is generally well written 
and contained sufficient analysis and clarity, though some improvements could be 
made. 

Sufficient  
(80-70 pts) 
 

Level of effort and quality of writing did not exceed expectations or demonstrate a 
significant amount effort, understanding of material, or depth of analysis of sources.  

Needs more Effort  
(70-60 pts) 

Level of effort and quality of writing were below expectations.  Paper had many 
errors, was not sufficiently clear, and didn’t show much comprehension or analysis 
of information. 

Insufficient/Incomplete  
(60 pts and below) 
 

Level of effort and quality of writing were far below expectations.  The criteria for 
each section were not sufficiently met, or absent all together.  Paper did not show a 
significant level of analysis or understanding of topic from sources. Paper was too 
short, or generally incomplete (in draft form) and missing components. 

Plagiarism (P) The paper could not be graded due to excessive levels of plagiarism (Level of 
plagiarism exceeds 40%). 


